[The imaging diagnosis of Sjögren's syndrome: echography, sialography and scintigraphy compared in the study of the salivary glands].
The aim of the present study was to evaluate the sensitivity and specificity of the ultrasonography, in comparison with other methods of investigation (scintigraphy, sialography, and biopsy), in scanning morphostructural changes in the parotid gland in patient with Sjögren's syndrome. During the period June-October 1994, 34 patients (5 males and 29 females, age ranged between 20 and 88 years) with "sicca syndrome" underwent to echography, scintigraphy, sialography and biopsy. The diagnosis was confirmed or excluded using the European Community Epidemiologic Committee criteria for Sjögren's syndrome. Twenty-two patients out of 34 were affected by Sjögren's syndrome, while the others resulted as control subjects. The ultrasonographic investigation has shown 76.19% of sensitivity and 30.43% of specificity. Even if echography is a non-invasive method, which could be used as preliminary approach for studying the diffused involvement of the parotid gland, at the status of the art, it is not completely reliable for the global evaluation of the morphostructural changes in patients with Sjögren's syndrome, in comparison with the other techniques. Because of the double nature of the gland injury, it appears to be essential the diagnostic integration between echography and sialography.